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THHALEXANDHA CASE AND CHIRF
BAKON FOLLUOCUK.
Our Foglieh friends scom to be muking a very
pretty mess (to uso one of their favorite phrases)
of their great Neutrality cose.  As long ngo as
1ast June, they had a trial of it in the Conrt of
Exchequer, before the Lord Chief Baron and a
jury, which lased three days, and in which all
tho leading Crowa lawyers, the Attorney-Gene-
__zab, the Solivitor-General and the Queen's Ad-
yeeate and an ex-Sokcitor-General took part, to
pay nothing of & host of uotitled barristers on
ene #de or the other, and the result was—or
was promised to be—a decision, that should last
to all ages. It was espocially to serve as a
guictus 10 Wl American maliguants and diccon-
tents on the subject of neutral pights and
dutics. The Trent case had not exactly con.
victed and cenvineed ns diplomatically; but the
Alexandsa caso was to do it judicially., That
Americans should bave the presumption to
guestion English knowledge o internstional
law ! llad not the Foreign Oflice ordered the
soizing of the Alexandra? And had not the
Attorney-General drown en information with
ginety-cight counts against her bnillers, or
whom it might concern? And had not Ier
Majesty’s High Court of Exchoguer [not one
of those United States® District Covrts which
Lord John ez v g0 inferior to onr eppel-
1ato courts] got javisdiction of the case? And
woudd not justice be done, aud the lnw settled
for all time, niter the most spproved English
aiydel
Well! A verdict was renderod under my
Lord’s mansgement and directivas gome four
months ggo; and ever since then, the question
of bailding and selling ships to the Confider-
stes—a question of war or peace between the
two greatest commercial powers of the world—
bas been Kept in abeyance so far as possible, till
the important rulings accompanying this verdict
oonld be considered in banco. Meanwhile, what
pomfort have not our Secession friends found in
the soppoced law of the Chief Baren! 11ad not
the building and laanching of the Alabama been
rendered respectable ! Had not Mr, Lindsay,
Mr. Roebuck, and that fearless champion «f
English privileges, Mr. John Laird, been upleld
in all they had =ald sbout fres commerce nnd
peaceful intervention in Awerican affairs?  Had
not the Prime Minister, himsell, #o fur forgot his
* fonetions as to be indorsing heforehand what he
thought the safest proposition of the Exchequer
Judge, that **he could not sce any dilference,
for his part, between selling slips and arms to o
belligerent 1"—a piceo of friendly bolstering-up,
by the way, for which the Chief Daron makes a
still more improper acknowledgement, iff we
rightly understand his allusion *“to the highest
poseible authority who cOincided with himi™
In short, hud not the law of the Alexandra case
become so important that England could saford
nothing more noticeable 1

It now turns out, after all this premonitory

parturition, that no law at all is going to le
Dorn of the Alexandra case. A motion (or 8 uew
trial) has, at this proeent writing, donbtless been
heard [it was to come off on Tuesday, the 17th
justant, according to appointment]; but a bill of
exceptions, after a three-days wrangle betwern
the Attorney-General snd the Chief Baron, has
been refiesed, and enly such lawe points are #o be al-
lowed to be raised as the Chicf Daron chooses. That
our readers may understund that no rulings
proper of bis are to bo canvassed, we nced only
eite a dialogue that oceurred in the course of the
wrangle referred to.  We quote The Daily News
and Morning Star of November 4. The Times
is nearly identical:

o Aot upon Jous” Loslsbip's Taterpteta

thon of the statute.”
Lord Chief Earon—"" Nothing of the kind sceugred.”
Atterney- General—" Then both eides wre cnlar s wieppre

Benaion, and it s the eomeou wish to raise the point by & bl
of exceptions, i posibile.”

So the Chief Baron ssys he did not give auy
instroetions at all to the jury, aud both plain.
tiffs’ and defendants’ connsel are agreed that the
verdict was duve to his instructions. Rather a
queer court of law, this!

What the Chief Baron does adwit, is, that
be mede a few pussing obeorvations while
holding the scales of justice, which might have
given rise to the reports epread ahout of
his rulings, Lut ke did not mean lo expicss any
opinion to the jury at all abowt the comsiruc-
ton of the storute! Worse sud wore.
What! Leave the law sz well as the fact to the
jary? Perbaps the following pusenge taken
from the learnad Judge's charge to the jury, as
reported in The London Times of Juue 26, may
partly bear out his statement:

# 1 asked the Attorney.Gensral if A man conld not
make a vensa!, intending 1o se') it 1o elther of the helllg-
erunt powers that required It and which would glve tho
largest price for 't would it nat be lawful? To my sur-

tha lenrned Attorney-Genernl decliped to give an

answer to the quastion, whieh T think a prave wid per-
1 think, ere lawyers

Lk

sinent one, Bat, yow, gesilonen
enough to know thai a man ma a veered ond offer it
sale, Iar pay bulld 1 veesel for the purpose of

offering It for 10 either of the belligerent parties,
iy he not execute i order for "

If this wae mesnt to be an appeal to the jury
as constituting them arbiters of & knotty point
of International fuw, and es being better lawyers
than the Atlorney-General [Eir William Ather-
ton), i3 it ot a striking commentery on the
solemn horror expressed by Englishmen at
Capt. Wilkes's looking into Kent and ‘Wheaton
before seizing the Trent ?

Bat thase best conversant with the trial are
pot disposed Lo let the Chief Baron off s having
given no anthoritative directions to the jury.
Boeide the conneel in the case, whom we have
quoted to the contrary, the reportera for the
Bar, the Press, the magazines, tho debaters in
Parliament, have all assumed and acted on the
oontrary idea. The Chief Barou thus having
everybody against him, betakes himself, at the

latest dates (Nov. 1ith), to the shart-hand

reporters, aud gays he is willing to abide by
their record—that is, fs we understand it, with
the right of putting his own construction upon
his own words, eking it out with euch pupple:
mentary explanations as ho plenses. Says the
Chief Baron on this last occasion, when he
seems to have worried the Solicitor-General iuto
something like a public acknowledgment of his
'ﬂuﬂsﬁm to do the fair %g‘ “ ETGI” word
which passed has been taken down. There can
be no doubt a8 to every eyllable which has Leen

utlered in court."— Times, Nov. 11,
Now, the ghort-hand writersercports, it seoms
us, leave the Chigf Baron in another dilemma,
than that from which he segks to escape:

The roint of law whieh ke is most particular-
My unwilling to father ig, that he inetructed the
jury that it was neccssary that the Alexondra
be completddy armed in order to make her islle to
seizure.  Our readers may be aware that the
penaiivs of the English statute (Foreign En-
listment act, a8 it is called) are denounced
against those who ghall **equip,” * farnish,”
“fit ont,” ** or arm" avessel dosigned to be em-
ployed againgt s friendly Power.  And it was
gencrally xeported and understood that Baron
Polloek had instrueted the jnrj‘ that if the
Alexandria were another Alnbama—if she were
completely prepared for war, but had not her
armament alortd, even though, ke the Alu-
bama, she were going to take it aboard as soon
a8 ele vot out of Dritish waters—she an! her
builders bad not offended againgt the statnte.
Now, rayvs the Clief Baron, quoting the short-
Lnnd writer's notes according to The Tiwes,
“1 did not ingtriet the jory upon the constroe-
tion of the met, but left it to them in the very
words of the act, ‘I yom think,” I #aid to

or fitted out, or intended to be avmed or jitted out,
or equipped, your verdict must be tor the Crowir
ift not, itanust be for the defendants.' ™
But these are not the words of the act.

tle conirary, beside the chief offonse
“arming,” *cquipping,” &, the statute goos
on to denonnce **or shall attempt or endicvor
sotado” ® * * “orshall knowingly aid, assist,
or BE CONCERNED in the equipping,” &o.  And
the ninoty-cight counts of the information, as

On

¥
th

trind (of Aug. 1), included a set which ¢harped
the “ aiding” and “pssisting” and ** being con-
cerned” in fitting out the illegal expedition,
Now, il the English Judge meant to leave the
statute and the information to the diseretion of
the Jury, what right had he to withhold a por-
tion of both? It was precisely under the simi-
lar phiraseology of our own Foreigo Enlistment
Act of 1818, that the important case of United
States agt. Quiney, 6 Pet., 415, which we be-
Lieve Lo Tumprye was the first to call attention
to, arose and was decided against the defendant
in the United States Supreme Court in 15525 8
care which Chief Baron Pollock (or the Crown
lawycers, for we neqnit the Chief Baron of any
pequaintanee with it) made of less acoount as
an American anthority than a definition in
Webster's Dictionary.

But, after all, it is more on this same defiui-
tion of Wehster's, perhaps, than anything clse
that Chief Baron Pollocks law in the Alexan-
dra cuse i8 going to beimmortalized. We have
fot keen any quotation of the short-baud writ-
er's potes which includes a mention of Web.
ster's dietionary: but doubtless such a mention
is there to he found, if they contain every eyl
lable which was uttered in eourt, as the Chicf
Buron says they do: for ell the cotemporary re-
ports agree in Webster's being cited to thie mean-
ing of the word equip, Saye The Times of Aug.
90th, which we will quote for example on this
hend—** It appears that, aceording,to Webstor's
dictionary, equipping is furnishing with arms;
and furnisking is given in other dietionaries os
tho same thing 6 equipping,” Now, will it be
credited thut when the Chief Baron was going
to decide a guestion of war and peace between
England aud America, he took for his authority
the definition contained in A POCKET DICTIONARY!
Yet such is the faot, Thereis no sach defini-
tion as furnishing with arms in the true Webster
Dictionary. A pocket edition of that lexico-
grapher indoed furnishee such a meaning, as has
been pointed out by an intelligent eritic in The
Roston Daily Advertiser of Nov. 21. But the
anabridged Webster gives definition (2,) *'in
common language, to fit for sea; to furmish with
whatever is necsssery for a voyege'—a meaning
quite sufficient to condemn both the Alexaudra
and Alabama. Does s judee, wo would respect-
fully ask, administer Eugligh law in the most
approved style, who does not consult even the
standard editions of dictionaries, when diction-
arics are worthy of Lielng cited?

But we must gay a word mora abont diction-
ary defipitions. The writer of the leader in
The London Times of Nov. 7, says **we have seen
the report of the short-hand official writer in tho
Alexandra cage, aud according to that the Lord
Clief Baron eays, *Town that my opinion is,
that equip, furnish, fit out or arm, all mean pre-
cisely the same thing.! 1tictre that this pas.
sage was followed by & qualification; but it was
also followed by a declaration that the building
aud sole of the Alabama seere perfectly legal !

hi italics are ours,  Bat, after such an exhibi-
tion of lex’cography and law as this constitutes,
wo hope that weshall Liear nomore of the imper-
fact justice administered by American Dislrict
Courts, nor of the superlative perfection of an
English tribunal ua an exponcut of international
law.

As 1o the Alexandra car iteelf, we expect, of
course, to hiear either that a new tral is pranted,
or that the whole progeeding is declared an abor-

sion,

CONSERVATISY YMPROVING.

The Pittshurgh Post—s Democratic organ with
«Tho Union a8 it Was" for its motto—has a
leader on “The Future of Blavery,” which
closes az follows:

W fool mntiafind fhat the futurs pence of this now
distractad and bleeding conmtry, requires the totai
exsinction of Slavery wnong us. We do ot nllndn to
its erndication this year or aext, or whether it ahall dis
uppear in this penaration or in the next; ouridoea s
tgu ita final wholition, at sowe fized |, {s necessary
for the future peacs of this Hepublle, 1t must be ra-
moved from the arena of politios, or pretondicg plilan-
thropists and scheming demagogues will mas it, not for
the banefit of the slase, but for their own sggravdise-
ment. Could tho effiects of the cummation ocoasioned by
thn inoeasant agitation alluded to bo vondlued to thosa
who riot in it, we could afford to let the tempest rage,
Unfortunately, Loweyer, this Is not tho ease. We ull
suffer alike, But there U o rainbow of promiss ahisinge
throngh the ploom, COue of the resnits of the presest
Robellion will be the wenkening, or, parbaps, destroc-
tion of one of ita causee—Slevery in the South, With
that, will follow the denth of Abolitlon among vurselyes,
Then, aftes the terribie axparience of the preseut times,
our country will be recreatsd, and increased civiliza-
tion, on ita lnminons wings, will epread ite blessings
upon & regenerated Hepublic, deetined to bo the gioatest
nation upon whicl the sun haa yet shono.”

We can quite abide that sort of Conservatiom,
tentative and timorous es it scems. It does
not look straight out of its eyes, but it looks in
the right direction. Let the good work go on!

But a §t. Louis Conservative isa good deal
more * progressed,” as the Spirituelists gay—
Missourl affording better ground for observation
than Penngylvania. The Kev. Dr, Eliotof St

Louis writes a letter to an Eqetern friend, where-

them, ‘that this vesscl war armed, or equipped,
)

we have before peinted out in a notlee of the |

of the folloying extract appears in The Boston
Daily Advertiser:
£1. Tove, Oct. 70 164,

Yon cannot possihly wrke me o radicel, exoept 1 the
most consecvative stFio; but 1 can meet the exigencics
us ther tiee, and 1 cinnet but think that tn Mliseouri
they nre rieing very faet, and ihat puder the Prosjdent's
new call and prospeotive draft (whiel 1 strapgly ape
rove) o decided change of palicy must teke plaoe, Al
t now stands, the loyal citizens are suffering the pon-
alty of disloyalty, and non-slaveholdors aro held to 8
tighter rile than slavebolders op slaves, Sec how it
stands, 1hove two boys, 22 and 20 years old, well
sdneated, aetive, loyal, "They are wvorth 11 momey t0
mi more than any slaves that srver Hved, and, if 1 e
they must snpport thelr mother, and yonunger brothees
nnd glstors, enuaot find it 40 my heart to ol ian
them to volnnteer, for they are the Jifo of my Lt
yot they talk of it, and 1 shall not say one word to dis
| eourape them,  When the deaft coines, Ae it wnst, if
| they nre tnken, (hiey must go,  Now, alie of my neiche
burs hus teo siaees, stoul, stalwnrt men, valuhle unly

un Inborers, who would  gladly volunteer. But the
mostor is loval, or goea for such (his lovalty was st
[ Campdacksan il the men eannot be  wooopted.
W hen the draft eom wy ounnot be included. Are
hiw sluven betier 3fian

Again, the quotn frov

the druft reach the slvive in 8 Lhree fifths proportion ¥

Satneof our Tactories

omn Eobels
Why

have wither |
el to he trested

orpeiclally the slavelohlors,
or are too nofor
Wi

e ta maks &

s ¢an ho por "r'r"' )
tatn Bhve the
t 1 contd

1l

1 reach
@« two
Tev the

i
| duae 1
|alavea ps  well B8 100
thirda ride, heonuse they
diviue rule, beennso they are men,
wmam, live or froe, wio w ishes to op
cipted, thapkiolly, becrune bka §vivie
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of bounty ehould be offered to the slnte to en.

cournge his enlistmuent.  Whare the loyal ap comi loyul
master Lings the sluve ne o ewbs L 1 beliers the

bounty goee fo the master.  What 1 miean is thint this
diserimination, in the Bopder Statos, againe free men an
non-slavehdders, shionld conpe, and now that the policy
af negro regiments Lias been acoepted, that the sule of
enlistment shomld be made egual ind The poiut
of compensstion to loval owners s of soon ¢ fmpart-
ance, kud under ofvil Low may be no more th

the ﬂ]’-E«I’ﬂINI! of service.

11 1 hsd oy latlnenoe st Washington, T wonll use it
to this end, nid you may use what 1 hove written o
whatever way you plesse,

r-:.-,--‘r; us it now exiets In Missouri is wn unmized
ovil, und the sooner it disappeare from us the better,
{1t s 0 wost mistaken tenderiess to do anythiug to pro-
| loug fts daymor to foster it Lato renewed life. Every
atempt to do it lemsors the loyalty of the Siate. and
prevents itn recuperntion from the ernshing evila of
civil war.  Missourd haa doas wonderfully well 1 eon-
fidently belleve that her steadfaeiness Lus been the wal-
yution'of the Usnlon, fur if she Lad seceded, K¢ stucky
wonld have followod, and the *blg Job* would hnve
been doulled, perliaps beyond meungement.  The re-
ward we ark is to get rid of the lucubus of Slavery.

—We like this samplo of Conservatism still bat-
ter than the other, and it is growing more
abuudant every day.

THE RFOCCUPATION OF THE RIO
GRANDE,
e

The landing of & United States force st themouth
of the Rio Grande, and the occupation of the hm.
portant positions of Point Isabel and Hrowngville
after an abandonment of nearly three years, form
| an ere. in the hirtory of the war. The movement is
of the gravest importance, whother considered in
its relation to the Rebellion itself, to the changed
condition of Mexico, or to the possilile embarrass-
ments which may result from it in the conluet of
onr diplomatio relutions with Frazee, We proposc
cliefly to consider the charncter and importance of
the country which wo have recccupied, and its re-
lation to the North-Eastern States of Mexico,

THE TOPOGRAPHY OF T GULP COAST.

The water on the whols of the (ulf Coast from
New-Orlesns to Tampico is extromely shallow, and
aTords but few even passable hurbors—none of the
firstclasa. From New-Orloans to Arsnsas Puss we
fiud those of Subine, Galveston, aud Passo Cavallo,
the entrance to Mutagords Day. From Aransss
Puss to Tampico, a distance of 400 miles, the only
harbor of any kind i thet of Brazos Santingo, of
Poiut Tsabel, At the mouth of the Rio Girande
thore ie no Larbor worthy of the name, The water
on tho bar varies from two snd o half to six feet In
depth—nover exeoeding the Intier, and rarely over
four foet. Bailing veesels can only croes it in tow
of stesmers, During the season of northers, It is
extzemely hazardous for vessels even to lay off the
bar, on sccount of its uncertain and shifting charac-
ter. 'This bar can berdly be linproved, being formed
by inundations frou the ses, snd ot from the de-
posits of the river,

DRAZOS SANTIAGO TUE MAKDOR OF MATAMOROS
AKD BROWNSVILLE.

Excopt to thoss whe have made s careful study
of the topography of the Rio Grands country, or
thoss who have had & direct interest in that quar-
ter, it may not be generally known that Mutamoros
and Brownsville, which faco each other from the
Mexican and United States banks of the great river,
are at a considerable distance by the river from its
mouth. The conrse of sha river na it nears the sca
i extromely tortuons, and the two towns, which
are not more than 20 miles from the Bocs del Rlo,
or mouth of the river, by an air lige, and 6 miles
by the river road, which leads by short ciils acroas
the larger bends, aro 70 miles distant from the
wonth by the course of the stream,

Owing to thin in part, but chiely to the dangor-
ous nature of the Rio Grande bar, the harbor of
Prazos Bantiago, nine miles north of the mouth
of the Rio Grunde, s practically the harbor
of Matamoros and Brownsvills, and the point by
which all the exports and fmports of the fartilo val-
{ley of the Rio (rande, including the States of

Tumeulipas,[Coaliuila, and Nuevo Leon, with their
| eich minoral wealth, must pshs. As has been re-
| murked, Tampico is the nearost Mexican harbor,
and is distant 240 miles, at the most southern point
of Tamaulipss. 'The entrance to the harbor of
Drazos Eantingo i8 betwoen Padre Island to the
north end Brazos 1sland to tho south, The bar st
a1l times affords & sufficient depth of water for ves-
vols drawing eight, and fraquontly for those drawing
uino feot. The United Btates Engineer charged
with the survey of this point in 1854 roported that
by & regular system of dredging sitallar to that in
nso at the mouth of the Mississippl, twelve foet
could be kept at all times. The bar itself 18 a ridge
of looso sand, To the north-wast from the pass ia
Point Teabe!, o blufl about 26 feot above low-water
jnark, on which, as the only place eccuro from the
overflow, are bullt the light-houso, the custotn-
house, the wharves and warshouses. Previons to
the American ocoupation of the country, Point Isa.
el was the portof entry for Matamoros, and the
Mexican  Custom-Houso wes hers stationed;
sinca the Mexiean war the greater purt of the for-
eign trade of the upper and lower valley of the Rio
Grande has been earried on through this point.

From Poiut Isabel to Brownaville the distance 1s
shorter than Ly the river road from the mouth of
the Rio Grando, not exceeding 20 miles by the road
and 20 by air line.

The harbor is eafe except In the moet violent
Nortbers. and although vessels drawing above six

1

et
Missonti In based on Com- |

prossional pepresentatior—i, e, with threndifths of |
wlave popotaiion,  H #lugen nre not denfted, and
| whais their qubsgjrete but ithe white popuiation from
| whom th r--q-;l-rﬁr sher o deswn § W Ly should not

ni §

1]
v wnder milliary | E

requires, Under military law B8 oy pro ¥ be!
granted, bot the main thing s to pet the mea, anil to
ive to all who nra wiliing to do their part ss soldiers

feet cannot run np to the wharves ot Point
Tsabel, yet anch are the dangers of the bar at other

points, and so moch greater the cost of lighterage, E

that this is the moet seoure and economical method
of carrying on the trade. That this was recognized

to be the caso is evident from the fact that 8 com- {

pany was formed and subscription bools were about

10 be opencd to build & railrond from Monterey, | 5%

Nuevo-Leon, to Matamoros, and from Brownsvilleto
Poiut Tsabel, whon secession in 1501 bLroke np the
sehiome.
IMPORTANCE OF POINT ISABIL.
These particulars aro entered into to ghow the

' | great importance to the United States as well as to

Mexico of our holding seenrely this valuable point,
1t has already beon shown that it is the only harbor
on the const for 400 miles, aud, whatever power shall
bold it, will inevitabily control the trade not only of
the Rio Grande Valley, bat of a Lirze part of North-
ern Mexieo. 1t soems theroforo cloarly the poliey
of the Government fumodiately to catablish defen-
sive works aud store-houses ut tlis puint, and o
take o pormanent posseesion, never ooain to L sur-
rendervd ar left to the chances of rebellion at home

In it ns p promiom on Slavery b 2 . 2 e
will be I'I]'.I.Ii!: stopped by the drain on them: s the| 98 anTRAlOD rl":lﬂ nhroad. . There arn‘at Ip'l':‘f_-
plantazion more saired ¥ : ent no such defonses, During thoe Moxican War

A, nearly onetall of anr wigte papalation, |y dapot wan established hero by Gen. Taylor, and

thin site solected as o bese of operations for his cam-

toal, and why ahanld “i:g:pai;m. A mud forl—Fort Polk—mwns thrown up,

tho remains of which exist. A powerful and por-
manent work should be erected, sud light dranght
up-bouts be permenently stationed in the harbor,
Fort Brown, which cowmmands both Browneyille

{ a2 Matainoros appowite, should o metored and
died | artied, wnd o railroad at once hwuilt to connect

Brownsville and Point Isabel, The trinngle thus
formed by the gulf, the river, spd the road between
these two points wonld form s adinirabie position
for defense. The short line between the two forts
protected by them, and with tho wateron both
flanks, would prove impregosble egainst 8 large
force,
BROWRSVILLE—MATAMOROS.

These porta practically depend on the harbor of
Brazos fur the greater part of their comuieree, Two-
thirds of all the eommerce of Mutwmnoros has,
until recently, been nuder the American fing.
Both are flourishing places. In 1811 the extent
of the trade of Matamoros with tho United States
renchied the sum of §1,800,000, of whicl §2,000,000
were inward and §2,20,000 outward cargoes,
incinding $1,800,000 in specie and $100,000 in hides.
Its imports nre chictly breadsiulls. spices, pro-
visiona, cloths; its exports, specie, hides, and wool,
As the mining districts are further devuloped, there
will bo o large demand for machinery of all kinds,
Since the Mexican war, the trude has much in-
creased, and that of Brownsville alone was esti-
mated in 1861 at §3,000,000,

Binee the rebellion begun an immense contraband
trade has been done, reaching millions in amount
aud keeping ulways employed o largo number of
vessels, There have been at all times on the const
awniting eargoes, from €0 to 70 vessois. Thereeent
expedition of Gen, Banks found 26 sull, aud
this in unfavorable wetther—the export hos heen
chiefly cotton. This cotton, grown 230 miles up
tho coast in the heart of Tezus, hns been dragged
by wagons this grest distunce; eotlog, wagons,
horses, teamsters, all being conseripted by the
Rebel military authorities to carsy on this absolute-
iy necessary trade to the Confedemey.

By this trade Matamoros bad becouie one of the
leading ports on this countinent. It is estimated
that from 150,000 to 200,000 bales of cotton, a value
approximating to $100,000,000 have found shipment
from this point; 20,000 bales ere reported to bave
been found thore by Gen. Banks. The imports
ware of every kind of supply which could Lelp tho
Rebels in arms.  With the stoppags of this contra-
band trade Matamoros will, of course, relapse to hor
former position, neither these exports uor Lmports
belng for hor own sccount—the fruit of the industry
or the measure of the wante of the Mexican country
which ehe supplies.

THE MEXICAN TUADK AND THF VRENCH BLOCK-
ADE,

The eommerce of the Pio Grande valley and of
the porih-castern States of Mexico is of importance
to the United States, slthough s considernble por-
tion has been under English control. The blockade
catablished by France will, if immediate stops Le
taken by our Government and enterprisiog eitizons,
throw the whole of thia valuable trade fnto our
hands, The proclamation of the Emperor Napo-
leon declaring the blocknde, exepted, it will be
remembered, sl points within ten leagues of the
Rio Grande (though recent vessels state that the
blockedo is efective to within nine miles of the
river), and it has been argued that the Emperor
made this exemption for the double purpese of en-
abling the revolutionary party, acting in the inter-
o#t of France, to overthrow the Junrez Government
in the Provines of Tamaulipas, snd of facilitating
the contraband trode between the Rebels and for-
eign Powers. Thore i3 nothing in the facts to Lear
ont this assertion. It is not shown that the Freach
have participated in or pfited by such contrabond
trade, and it is not probabla that & Government like
that of France, itself interested in maintaining the
law of blockade, would, to its own manifest disad-
yantage and in the interest of Eaplish speculators
and of the Rebels alons, have sdopted such a pol-
ioy; mor is thore anything, as wo bave repeatedly
shown, in the conrse of Frunce during the Rebellion
which shows the slightest desira on hor part to con-
tribute to its success—eortainly no st of the Gov-
sroment or citizons has shown such dealre.
On the contrary, her course, thonzh not always an
agreeabls or palatable oue to the United States, has
been marked Ly s parfeet good faith. Undonbtedly,

his Emperor would have been grutified had the

Provinees of Tamaulipas, Coabuils, and Nuove Leon
declarad in favor of tho now order which ho seoks to
establish, and his sgzents have probebly been sotive
to this end, as gcemns to be shown by the rocent
pews from Mataworos, but it is not spparest how o
failure to blockade the const would eonduce to this
result. Outhe contrary, it would sesm that sueh
course would enable the Mexicuus to obtain arms
and munitions of war to defest such schemes.  But
the truth lics in quite s different dircction. The
blockade was not declared over this eonst bocause
hetween Tampico, at the southiern extremity of
Tamaulipas and the Rio Grande, there are 1o har-
bors to blockeds, no castom-houses or ports of en-
try to close, Matamoros itself 18 70 milos up the
river, and the mouth of the Rio Graunds counld not
very well be blockaded, bocauso in part TUnited
States weters, and, what In of equal importance, not
worth blockading, Brazos Suutisgo being, 88 we
Lave shown, the only harbor ud port o the coast
for 400 miles, and in United Btatea teriitory.

The effect of the French blockude of Tampico
and the occupation of Point Isabel aud the Brazos
b the United States, will be, therefore, to place
the wholo trade of Northern and of much of In-
terigr Mexico within the control of the United

States.
HITEST OF MEXICAN TRADR.
Carlos Butterfield, fn his valuable work on the
Commaores, Trade, and Statisties of Mexico, which
was published in 1861, states the total anuunl value

of forelen imports iuto the Reunhlio of Mexico at

$26,000,000, of foreign exporta ot $28,000,000—total
$54,000,000, distributed se follows:

To and from To and from
nglmdm.mm Ecue
17, Stutes, 16058, 8,700,000 ador, N, Grun-
Franee,. . 5500000 adn, Vencaue-
Jermany. . R0, Cuili. ...... 500,000
Spaln... «  1,200,000{ Islandd of Cuba.. 1,200,000
nclﬁgum . 400,000} India and China. 1,000,000
« 100,000 .
Total..cerssrenrisnns erarsnasnnasees. §04,000,000

In 1835, the commercial exchanges between Mex-
ico and the United Btates were above §20,000,000;
in 188, they had dwindled to below 2,000,000,

bor declined, while thet of England has as steadily
ineroased,

The cunise of this may be mainly ascribed to the
wise poliey of Great Britain and the indifference of
our own Govermment, and especially to the laige
aud liberal munner in whick regular mail lines, ai-
fording constant and sufo communication for wer-
chants, conveyance for passengers, and freight for
peie, 8 largy export of Mexico, bave leon estib-
lahed ar wntained l-! l':l’l\""l‘?lll"llt snlisidios,

The export of silvor fiom Mexieo smounty ate
nually (o §13,000,000; her other exporis to Iy
§3,000,000, OFf this oxport of specie, only §1,:300
585 wero shipped to the United States in the yoar
ending July, LA,

The popuiztion of Mexico is chout 8,000.0 0; ler
imports §26,000,000; rverage per copits of oSt
tion of forvign products, $3 11, sgainst o cousamyp-
tion by Coba of §7 20; Sonth Americs, §6 15
Unitod States, $9 20; Canada, §19 16,

The Moxican Governiment has shown & strong Je
glro to incriow tho xtent of her relations with the
thuited States, and proposed to pay §120,000 per
aunum a3 & part subsidy to a mail line to be estal-
liskied, if the United States would joinin fostering
the enterprise.

RESOURCES OF TAMAULIPAS NUEVO LEON AXD
COANUILA.

The States of Tumanlipra on the eoast, Nuvevo
Jeoa aod Coshuila to the interior in the order
named, all bounded on the north by the Rio Crende,
compose the north-custern States of Mexico, and
are those which depend wholly for theirsupplics
from without on the unportations of Matatorosard
Srowrnsvillo.,

TAMAULIPAS produces colton, rice, sugar-cand,
eorn, bleek beans, bardey and tropical fraits in
abundanes, Florses, wules nnd eattle &ro raised i
great numbers, :

Nugvo Lxox isa mountainons country ebound-
ing in mines of sllver, irun, copper undlead, capeble
of o great developwent with the aid of the new
¢rushing mechiniry, 7The mines are eszentially
virgin, and have Leen litile worked owing to the
ditlieulty hitherto experionced of transporiiug the
product to the const.  Nitrate of potash and muri-
ate of goila are also found ia large quentities. The
capital of the State is the ancient City of Mouterey
with & poprlstion of 70,000 inhabitants.

COABUILA s more mountainous apd less flovr-
ishing than either of the preceding. Its popnis-
tion is spurse; the vine is cultivated to some ex-
tent, and wilh great success, Formerly the mines
were extensively worked, and with large resulte,
but the internal disturbauces and Indian roids huve
destroyed this industry. There are several colton
factories in this State, of which the principal is at
Saltillo, the capital, a place of some 20,000 inbabit-
sute, Parrus, s town of 8,000 inhabitants, is fa-
mons for its wines,

Poth of these Statez are under the government
of Videurs, an energetic and cultivated mun, who
is doing muek for the prosperity of the countiy.

Fusther to tho westwurd, sdjoining Coahuila, is
the Stateof Cauvanva, rich inagriculture, in vine-
yurds, in pusturage, and in mince—principaliy sil-
ver—of matchloss richness, The coinoge of the
mint of Chikushus is $1,000,000 annualiy, but this
does not include one-third of the amount taken
from the mines. Cotton is prown bere also with
great guccese, the climate being fuvoruble end tho
temporaturo even,

The population of these States by last sutlori-
tion wua: Timenlipas, 108,514; Nuevo Leor, and
Coshuils, 212,1%0; Chilinahua, 160,000,

In addition to these States, thope of Zacaterns,

Al

Potoei, all miping districts, and after the Btate of
Mexico, containing the most thriving and setive
population in the Republic, bave depended almost
entirely upon the ports of Matamoros and Browns-
ville for their supplios, the roads from Tampico
being unfit for wagon travel, sad jte ouly eommu-
nication with o large part of these States being by
pack mules thiough the mountain passes,

RESOURCES OF THR UXNITED BTATES EORDER

UF¥ TilB RIO GRANDE.

Thers i« no soenrate estimato of the population of
the Counties of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Zuputs,
Webh, &e., which ekirt the northern beuk of the
river and compose the United States portion of the
Rio Grande Valley, The reids of Indisns snd in-
curslons of robber bands from Mexico bave ren-
dered it too unsafe for o regular culture, but in the
future tho natneal advantages of this magnificent
country aro destived to add enormously to the
wealth of the Stuto of Texas, and to afford habits-
tion to & laorzo population. Ahe elimate iseveu,
rarely prescating the extremes of eold or hest. Tho
guil is not surpassed in richness by that of the Bauks
of the Nile, aud is of similar churacter, anud cotton,
corn, gngur-cone and vice are all produced with ense
and in bountiful profusion, As o gzing conniry
fur cattlo and sheep it ean hardly be surpessed. The
orunge, 1l 7, olive, nud pemegranate moy be grown in
the lower valley in abundance,

At the othor extremity near El Paso, the whole
vast country bordering on the spurs sud chaineof
the Sierra Nulre is studded on every side with
metallie ore, voluable beyond the ealculation of
man, and the posseesion of which may well excite
the eupldity of dynesties, decide the destingy of na-
tions, and change the politieal aspact of the worll.
THE BLI0 GRAXDE—ITS TOWN3 AND MILITARY

POSTE.

The Rio Grande scems, suys an old writer, to
have been discovered st three different points by
the Spaniards; snd without kuowing it to be the
same strenm, the discoverers gave it ss many differ-
ant narees, which aro used to this day. The dis-
diseovers of tho river at Banta F§, in the north of
Mexico, called it the Rio del Norte; at the Presidlo,
on account of ite preat width, they called it tho Lio
Girundo; and at Reynoso, where the Indians were
floree and warlike (Indios bravos), it was denomi-
nuted the Rio Bravo.

Ascending the river, the first places of import-
gnce—ond of paramount importance, 08 command-
ing the commerce of te great river—are Browns-
ville, on the United States shore, a town of shout
4,000, and Matamoros, on tha Mexican shore, 83
older city of about 8,000 inhabitents. Of these
two rivale, which face each other at a distance not
oxcceding two milesys Brownaville 18 by far the
most eligible in point of situation. Built upon 8
bank, high st tho lowest stages of water,and al-
waya above overflow, the town overlooks Mata.
moros, which ia about one and a half miles back
from the river on the opposite bank at low water,
but when the riverrises is almogt washed by the
|overflow. To this superiority is owing the great

1

Thus has our trade with this onr next-door peigh- |

Durango, Aguas Calientas, and part of San Lils |

importance of Brownsville as & military pos
Below, the river bends to the south. Upon thig
bend, equally commanding Brownsville at its feety
Matamoros to the south, and Fort Paredes, s Mexls
can post, stands Fort Brown, famous in history
the socne of the gallant and defense
Major Brown, until relieved by Gen. Taylor, ear
in the Mexican War.

Ringold Barracks 18 the first military statiom
above Fort Brown, distant by land about 100 milesy
Near it is the town of Rio Grande City, one miM
above on the Texas side. Opposite, on the Ban J
| River, near whero it flows into the Rio Grande,
| Caaac0, o Mexican town of about 2,000 inbabite
lants. Above, on the Texas side, is Rosa, & ﬂ
I'but enterprising place of 500 inhabitants, This

the mowminal head of steamboat navigatiom,
]nbuut 530 miles from the mouth of the river. Asy
{eending, we find on the Mexican side, MIZR, twa
wiles from the Rio Grande benk on tho River
cuntro, with & population of 2,000, GUEREEKY, siff
| miles from the river, on the Salado, with a populsqy
[t70n0f 1 000, Daring the United States occupation
Lot this post the supplies wero always brought from
I Fort Brown Yy stonmbont.
| Fort Melutpeh ¢ town of Lazgpo, is the
yest militery poct and (latent from Ringold Bage
rucks about 120 milos by land and 216 by water.
| Furt Duncan, neas Bi, 1o Dass, is the next mille
tary post. 1t is distant chont 100 mlles by land and
234 by water above Fort Mclntosh, The only towm
of consequence Letwees the two posts is FPRESLDIO,
Jistant gix wiles fom the Rio Greude, and iirty
les from Fort Dusean, Ite populstion is sbond
11,000,

These last posts—Forts McIntodh and Duncan—
wers suppliod by keel boats and a m ale train.

Beyord Eaglo Pass thers are no sottlemnentsy
vither Mexican or American, the fndians being toa
numerous for safety, The next military post is
El Paso del Norte, in the beauntiful and frui
valloy of that nome, st the Falls of the Rio Grandes

Such nre the military posts on the river. Two of
them—Forts Brown snd Duncan—were styled
the Adjutant-General of the United States Arm,
in his report to Mr, Crawford, Secrctary of War
1819, «Tpr Keys 10 THE UPPER PROVINCES OF
MEexIco."” £

The Rio Grande averages in width ahout 400 feets
The neminal head of navigation, 88 we have stated,
is Romn, Lut at all seasons hosts drawing 3} fee§
may go 8s bigh as Guerrero, 103 miles abovq
Ringold Barreeks, Duringfive months of the yeary
from Juna to November, when the Riveris bighy
vessols of this draught can go to Kiogsbury Fnlu
169 miles shovo Fort Mclntosh (Laredo), and
wmiles bilow Presidie, and s lighter class of vesseld
could navizate at all seasons,

It is considered that s moderate exponditarg
would make the river naviguble from the mouth 1@
& coneidiralle disiance above, oa well aa below Lae
redo, for the obstructions, thongh numerons, are nof
ef aseriouscheractor, the bed of the Kingebury Fallsy
which is & slight descont, belng of soft limestoney
essily broken by the pickax. The river can jobae
bly be made navigable to El Pacs, 1,400 miles feommgy
the mouth, thus bringing within easy reach of come
meres the extensive valley of this name, with itg
bosndiess products and unexampled fertility,

PUTY OP THE GOVERNMENT.

Toward this tich country the eyes of Fronce sre
turned in eagerness, and in Mexico she would feig
seek & counterpoise for the gold mines of Australity
which poue their wealth into the lap of Englsady
and the auriferous fields of Californis, the moderg
Ophir, which pays her shining tribute to the in=
dustry of the United States. Every sdvantage ig
wpon ous sido; the prize is within our reach, oud
no power on enrth can tako it from us lf'elle‘.m1
10 vurselves. The development of this maguifizen
country would afford smple occupation for all oug
nationsl enterprise, snd every effort would adi nof
only to our wealth and prosperity, but would ail
Lind to us more closely those distant States, uz
bring us nearer to our brethren who are working
eastward from the sheres of the Paciie,
| Let the Government direct that the porta on the
line of tha Nio Grende be garrisoned and firmly
Lold—oconpy iu force the eoast line—render Poin
Teabel and Brownsville impregnable, and then oposl
the trade with Mexice to a!l withont restrictions of
any kind, A line ef steamers could at once be caw
toblighed DLetween New-York, New-Orleans s
Foint Isabe!, and subsidized by Congress, Thereas
sous which operate sgainst s liberal opening ol the
recovered Relol ports, will not bold good in the
cese of Brownsville, for the reason that the abuors
{mal end strange trade in cotton at mumﬂ
| will wholly ceass, and no surveillsnce even %)
be necessary to prevent gools going northwerd to
the Confederacy nftertha cotton tearns have stopped
thioir trips, for the reason that there would be g
mode of tinsportation. Brownsyille would sraim
become the depot for Mexican and not Texan #ipm
ply. Tho North-Esgtern Btates of Mexieo should
be encouraged to stand true und finn in their resiste
anee to French invasion, sad in s few mouths @
commeres beyoud any which we have yet dreaw
of would bo organized with Mexico, to the muty
advuntage of both countries.

The Central and Southern Btates of Mexico, tne
coursged Ly our sympathy would pat forth new cf4
fosts, aad ingpized by the noble example of tho pad
triota of the Lio Grande districts, would throw o
{ho yoko of the invaders aud resssort their anclend
Libertica.

‘Then, with the Robellion vanquished, the Uniog
redistablishad never more to be assailed, and Mezicd
onee more 8 fran sod vigorous Republio, what powed
or combinstion of powers would dare to stop thd
western conrse of Empire, or seck to plant ou vug
oung aud vizein soil the impress of their falee pove
ernment and effete civilization,

Then wou'd the vision of Canning be realized of
s “now world calicd into being toredress the bale
aneos of the old,” but ia s brouder senso than he
dreame’ of; not simply s & redress of the bulsncd
of conflicting Enrepean interests, but ss a world's
counterpoise to her malign and warlike policy. The
intervet of fricndly and united republican Amer:
wonld he the common interost of mankind, the i
terest of bumanity, of eivilization, and of peace.
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Per City of New-York.]

Peenis, Nov, 15.—At to-day’s sitting of th

Chamber of Deputies, th@report on the Royal ordins
on the Prosa of the lst of June was read,

Simson, and Greist pr that the Chamber shoul

first rofuse to snnction this ardiuumn the ground

Article 63 of the Censtitation; on thi
grouud of Artiole 103, and declare that the erdinan
on thie I'ress wes nolther pecessary for the maintana
of s.::hllc walety aor for avertin “% iffienlt
No limititdon of thel of the f‘u. be effete
by a Royul ordinance, the decreo of the lst of Ju
was, even according to tha terms in which 18 was co
ceived, contrary to the Comstitutions Chaw
will dizenss this rxm [n ite sitting to mOTTYW,

M ADRID, Nov. 18,—~In the Beoato , the
of i TR 1 e

o o, 3

leon's invitation to a Congress, Mm
the table of the Honss.

o T i e e
Loat wee w
'g’g“’:,,:ﬁ.-',., 45 wemen, n{:ﬁnahﬂdm % o

2 From ern fever, 16; disenses of
:j:tl.::l'l. 32 l:urit:u?hbd '}m‘ ﬂl‘h

AN, Jjgn-' u
fom A1 *Nativen of United'Staton. 30 E’
Geiuany, 1 England 11; uuknowis. 3.



